Nuusbrief / Newsletter
APRIL 2021
www.pmfsa.co.za
This e-newsletter is compiled from sources that are deemed to be reliable.
However, the publisher accepts no responsibility for any errors or the effect of any decisions based on this publication.

Sponsored by

FARM Ranger

LIVESTOCK SECURITY COLLARS

Deel u bestuurspraktyk met ons!

Daar is menige boere wat predatore doeltreffend bestuur en daarom wil ons graag sulke suksesstories aanhoor
en deel met medeboere. U geslaagde bestuurspraktyk sal in die maandelikse PMF- nuusbrief verskyn en ook op
die webtuiste geplaas word. Skakel Bonita Francis by (041) 365 5030 of per e-pos by nwga@nwga.co.za.
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Word deel van die nasionale
predasiestruktuur

Predation Management South Africa (PMSA) nooi alle organisasies, georganiseerde
strukture, spesialiste en vervaardigers in die vee- en wildbedryf wat direk deur
predasie geraak word, om aansoek te doen vir lidmaatskap. PMSA is ’n nasionale
entiteit wat ten doel het om skakeling en koördinering van aktiwiteite te mobiliseer
om die impak van predasie deur ekologies en eties aanvaarbare metodes te
verminder en sodoende die biodiversiteit van Suid-Afrika te beskerm.
’n Jaarlikse lidmaatskapfooi (soos bepaal deur die PMSA-bestuur) vir geaffilieerde
en direk-geaffekteerde lede is betaalbaar. Statutêre lede soos die nasionale
departemente van landbou en omgewingsake, sowel as bewarings-owerhede en
tersiêre en navorsingsinstansies, is nie onderhewig aan lidmaatskapfooie nie.
Verwys na die PMSA-Konstitusie, en vir verdere inligting oor die doelstellings en
funksies van die entiteit en kategorieë vir lidmaatskap, kliek hier om op die PMSAwebtuiste in te gaan. pmfsa.co.za/home/communication-media/press-releases/
item/354-become-part-of-national-predation-structure

Become part of the national predation structure

Predation Management South Africa (PMSA) invites all organisations, organised
structures, specialists, and manufacturers in the livestock and wildlife ranching
industries directly impacted by predation, to apply as members. PMSA, as a national
entity, aims to mobilise engagement and coordination of activities to reduce the
impact of predation through ecologically and ethically acceptable methods to protect
the biodiversity of South Africa.
An annual membership fee (as determined by PMSA) for affiliated and directly
affected members is payable. Statutory members like the national departments of
agriculture and environmental affairs, and conservation authorities and tertiary and
research institutions, are not subject to membership fees.
Refer to the PMSA Constitution and for further information on the objectives
and functions of the entity and categories of membership, click here to view the
constitution. pmfsa.co.za/images/news/PMSA_Constitution_-_final.pdf
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PMSA part of team exploring
upgrade of fences around Karoo
National Park

In 2020, CapeNature received an invitation from
Agri Western Cape to attend a meeting about
the management of damage-causing animals
in the Karoo National Park (KNP). Neighbouring
landowners were experiencing a high number
of stock losses from large predators, particularly
lions and hyena escaping the park. One of the
outcomes of the meeting was to conduct an
independent inspection of the KNP’s game fence,
specifically at identified problem areas, and
to make recommendations regarding possible
upgrades of the fence to meet CapeNature
provincial standards.
CapeNature, the KNP, and predation specialist
Niel Viljoen representing PMSA, were part of the
inspection team who visited three properties,
to note the general observations and specific
concerns raised by the owners.
General recommendations for implementation
included the following:
1. Improving communication between the park
management and neighbouring landowners
by dividing farming communities into sections
around the park and establishing WhatsApp
groups between the park and different groups.
These groups could also communicate lion
movement.
2. Compiling a general maintenance/patrol plan
in cooperation with neighbouring properties.
3. Establishing an advisory committee (park
forum) with different interested and affected
parties around the park.
4. R
 educing the number of lions as agreed upon.
5. C
 ollaring all individual lions is recommended.
6. C
 ontinuing with birth/breeding control of the
lions.
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7. Investigating the use of drones to increase the observation capacity of fence
maintenance teams.
8. C
 onsidering the use of NGOs like accredited hunting organisations to help with
basic fence maintenance, fence patrols, and basic repairs.



In conclusion, the boundary fence between private landowners and the park is to be
regarded as an important asset by neighbouring property owners. They should take
co-responsibility for the general day-to-day maintenance, especially at the lower
section up to about 1,5 m above ground level (the jackal-proof section). Reporting
damage or where maintenance is needed, will increase the park’s capacity and
help them focus their restricted capacity where needed most. Good communication
between park management and neighbours will improve the general attitude of the
parties, increase the park’s capacity, and thereby ensure good neighbourliness,
cooperation, and goodwill. To identify potential problems, find mutual solutions, and
improve partnerships over the long term, it was recommended that involved parties,
KNP, CapeNature, and Predation Management SA maintain this valuable interaction
   
on a six-monthly basis.
Source – CapeNature report March 2021




 

applications (apps) as a tool in
3 Mobile
predation management programmes
In 2018, the PMC announced a new method of collecting information by creating
mobile apps to collect detailed, standardised data on predation management on a
large scale and over long periods. A single format was to be used for the results of
different studies to be comparable. Until recently, the apps were compatible with
Android mobile devices only (cell phones, tablets, and PDAs), but now also available
for use on Apple devices.
For more information, read:
ufs.ac.za/docs/librariesprovider22/pmic-documents/mobile-applications-forrecording-predation-management-information.pdf
The application enables the following:
1. The collected information to cover a wide range of aspects relating to predation
and its management. It assists research on predation, predation management,
and the predators implicated in the damage. This allows for practical, responsible
management practices to be developed for different scenarios.
2. The collaboration between research institutions and a good research framework,
where the results of studies conducted in different areas can be compared.
3. The evaluation of the status of predation on livestock farms and wildlife ranches.
4. Patterns to be identified and predictions made about possible future predation
using long-term data to take better preventive (precautionary) measures.
Predation trends and the effectiveness of predation management strategies can
be monitored in different areas to further reduce predation.
All farmers, specialist predator hunters, researchers, predation management
specialists, NGOs and others interested in collaborating on predation management
programmes and using this tool for recording predation losses and predation
management, can contact the PMC at PredationMC@ufs.ac.za.

