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This works for me… (a farmer’s story)
We are asking some farmers to share those practices that have proven to be successful under their farming conditions and circumstances. Last month, Swithan Webster who farms in Queenstown showed how
netted fences have reduced his losses to jackal and lynx dramatically. This month we focus on Anatolian
sheepdogs.
NO LOSSES, THANKS TO ANATOLIAN SHEEPDOGS
Dorothee Trollip of the farm Somerton in the Maclear district tells a heart-warming story of the success
that they have with Anna and Jenny, their Anatolian sheepdogs.
As they farm near Maclear at the foot of the Drakensberg on 1 200 ha with arable lands, gently sloped
grasslands, wetlands, a big river, rocky slopes and outcrops, and very close to forest plantations, this terrain is the ideal playground for jackal.
They run a relatively small flock of sheep (±350 breeding ewes) and for the past twenty years have been
subjected to many losses to jackals all year round. Coming from a nature conservation background, the
Trollips decided against lethal methods such as poison and gathered some information on guard dogs.
DETERMINED NOT TO USE LETHAL METHODS
Around twelve years ago, although they hadn’t had any success to rehabilitate Boy, a “failed” Anatolian
sheepdog from a sheep farmer outside Elliot, they were still determined to use this non-lethal method to
keep problem animals away from their flock. Therefore they consulted the Cheetah Outreach in Middelburg and through them found a breeder and purchased Anna.
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Anna’s parents were working dogs and she was born among sheep and introduced to the Trollips when
she was eight weeks old. They kept her in a small enclosure for months with five weaned lambs at the bottom of the farmyard. Her shelter was underneath the lambs’ self-feeder and twice a day she was fed Montego Puppy with a bit of milk and initially with some calcium supplement. Within a day she bonded with
the lambs and curled up next to them to sleep. Although they tried to keep their distance, Anna associated
them with food and they eventually ended up cuddling with her. As Anna grew bigger, Dorothee tried to
train her to follow some simple rules, like sit, stay and walk on a leash. She was very boisterous and had
so much fun not following the commands, but rather running her over and jumping up to give love.
GUARD DOG NEVER KILLED OR INJURED ANY SHEEP
During the first two years they made sure that she was never separated from her little flock of five – they
even loaded them up on the back of the van when she was taken to the vet to be sterilised. Once she was
introduced to the bigger flock, the rest of the sheep initially ran away in all directions, but soon realised
that she was no threat. Even though she would play quite roughly with them, and their neighbour’s staff
reckoned that she was killing sheep out in the camp, she eventually settled down by the time she turned
two. She never killed or seriously wounded a single sheep.
The Trollips tried to introduce another Anatolian to the farm, but soon realised that the area was too
small for another guard dog. Their territories overlapped, especially as they got older and roamed further.
Besides that, the yard, house and all the sheep enclosures are in the centre of the farm.

THEY DO NOT GUARD SHEEP AGAINST OTHER DOGS
Anna goes out with the flock in the mornings and comes back with them late afternoon. They have to
sleep in enclosures near the house, because of theft, roaming dogs and other predators. Anna was left
with a flock out in the camp at night, but the sheep scattered and made it impossible for her to look after
them, especially in the big camps with rough terrain. They were then put into makeshift enclosures in their
camp for the night and Anna was put on a run wire within that enclosure. That’s when they learnt that she
doesn’t guard the sheep against other dogs, because their neighbour’s dogs got into the enclosure and
caused a great deal of damage in her presence. The Trollips gave up on leaving the sheep out in the camp
at night and brought them close to home in the evening. This is where they witnessed again and again
that Anna keeps the jackals at bay and even kills them when they get too close to her flock.
She does not like cats and killed some favourite house and stable cats. She does not mind people, and one
can easily treat her for ailments, dip, vaccinate and brush her. She barks a lot when strangers approach
her flock, but doesn’t attack, with the result that quite a few cases of theft were experienced, even though
she was among the sheep. It was interesting to notice how the sheep become conditioned to her alarming
bark; even when spread out in a camp grazing, they would all start running towards her.
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JACKALS ARE ROAMING, BUT DO NOT ATTACK SHEEP
The result: the battle with stock theft continues, but the Trollips have a dog that guards the sheep without
the danger of injuring or killing humans. It is quite possible that she has not been harmed or poisoned yet
just because of that. However, stray dogs have become a problem, as she tolerates them among her flock.
As Anna has killed all the yard cats there are plenty of rats in the yard. Although there is an abundance
of jackal roaming around on the farm living off dassies, porcupines, etc., they do very little harm, because
when Anna is around the sheep, she keeps the jackals away.
SEARCHING FOR A REPLACEMENT FOR ANNA
When Anna was close to ten years old, they started looking for a replacement. A lot had been learnt from
Anna and the sheep were accustomed to having a dog among them.
In July 2016 the Trollips travelled to Jansenville to pick up their new Anatolian bitch from Jenny Heidenreich. The Heidenreichs had been breeding and selling trained dogs for many years, but left for greener
pastures in Australia at the end of 2016. The new addition was named “Jenny” in honour of Jenny Heidenreich’s amazing work with and for the Anatolians.
At the age of six months, Jenny was ready to work. She was kept in an enclosure for a week with some
maiden ewes to get her to become used to the new environment, the shepherd and the Trollips. In the
morning she went into the camps with a small flock of maiden ewes, while the main flock was lambing. She
stayed with her flock right from the beginning and never roamed around or interfered with Anna’s flock.
TWO ANATOLIANS WORKING IN HARMONY
By January 2017, after weaning the spring lambs, all the flocks were combined. Ever since then, Jenny
takes the lead into the camp in the mornings and Anna walks at the back of the flock. Jenny respects
Anna totally and there have been no confrontations whatsoever. She is less playful and rough with the
sheep than Anna when she was her age. But she is just as affectionate and loves to be cuddled. All in all
an absolute success!
Although the jackals are heard almost every night, their tracks are seen on the road and sometimes you
might spot one roaming around during the day, the Trollips haven’t recorded any losses due to jackal in
almost two years. What they have noticed, although not scientifically recorded, is an increase in wildlife
such as duiker and reebuck.
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Ewes are currently lambing and the jackal calls can be heard every night, but no losses have been recorded. The Trollips sometimes come across one or two jackals in broad daylight and they only trot away
slowly, sit down and gaze at the car, or carry on sniffing around or catching flying ants.
Calving has also started. In order to prevent any losses, especially among the young first-calvers, the
herd gets checked twice a day and the mothers with new-born calves are brought closer to the farm yard.
So far, there have been no losses due
to jackals. Some of the neighbours
think that jackals prey on their newborn calves, but Dorothee is not sure
whether they can tell for sure that it is
not stray dogs from the nearby townships and/or dead-born calves.

DEEL U BESTUURSPRAKTYK MET ONS !
Daar is menige boere wat predatore doeltreffend bestuur en daarom wil ons graag sulke suksesstories aanhoor en deel met medeboere. U geslaagde bestuurspraktyk sal in die maandelikse PMFnuusbrief verskyn en ook op die webtuiste geplaas word. Skakel Bonita Francis by (041) 365 5030 of
per epos by nwga@nwga.co.za.

Predation Information Centre (PMiC) –
what services does it provide?
The Predation Management Information Centre (PMiC) is an integral part of the Predation Management Centre (PMC). The objective of the PMiC is to provide landowners, predation management specialists, scientists and policymakers a platform for networking and sharing information to improve
predation management. The PMiC strives towards a system that is effective in reducing the negative
impact of predation on properties.
Over the past 18 months, the PMiC has created and is continually updating several databases and archives. These include the following:
• C
 ontact details of role players involved in predation management, which serve as the basis of the
networking and information-sharing platform:
o Regulatory authorities/government departments
o Predation management specialists/methods/devices/equipment
o PMF Steering Committee
o PMF regional representatives
o Other role players (universities, scientific research institutions and specialists)
• A database and collection of documents (both historical and current) containing information on the
legal aspects of predation management on a provincial and national level. It includes relevant laws,
regulations and policies on predation management, which are being reviewed to inform future management decisions.
• Publications (hard and/or electronic copies) on topics relating to predation management, both local
and international. The collection includes peer-reviewed publications and articles published in the
popular press to aid efforts in keeping track of research conducted to date and to coordinate and
prioritise future research.
 his database and archive serves as an aid in the initiation and support of research projects, as well
T
as to inform present-day predation management practices.
 o date it has been used to initiate and support projects by providing input and information. Projects
T
include skills, knowledge and ability (SKA) development, the Scientific Assessment on Livestock Predation in South Africa, predator management programmes and post-graduate studies. It has also
enabled us to provide input and assistance to government departments in working towards coordinated predation management.
• M
 anagement methods, devices or equipment to inform responsible, legal and humane predation
management strategies.
• Information on predation/predator control (extent, distribution, etc.). This is the most important
information needed for decision makers in the field of predation management, because the relationship between predation, predation management practices and subsequent predation must be able
to inform future management strategies. However, this is also where information is mostly lacking.
The PMiC is working on a method for quick and easy collection of such information in the field by
farmers and specialist predator hunters.
The PMiC is further preparing a series of information leaflets, which will be distributed to relevant
stakeholder groups in follow-up e-mail communications.
Whether it is information you need, or whether you can supply the Predation Management information
Centre with information, visit the website https://www.ufs.ac.za/natagri/departments-and-divisions/
animal-wildlife-and-grassland-sciences-home/alpru/products-and-services
or contact them on tel: +27 51 401 2210 / e-mail: PredationMC@ufs.ac.za.
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Redes waarom moniteringsplase predasie laat afneem
Predasiespesialis Niel Viljoen is vir die afgelope tien
jaar betrokke by die monitering van plase waar daar
ondersoek ingestel word na metodes en bestuurstelsels vir predasiebeheer.
Volgens Niel baan moniteringsplase die weg vir SuidAfrikaanse veeboere met konkrete bewyse van suksesvolle veeboerdery, ten spyte van die geweldige
impak van predatore. Die steeds dalende jaarlikse
nasionale syfer van die aantal vee wat op monteringsplase verloor word, is ’n sprekende voorbeeld
daarvan. Hy verwys na Figuur 1 wat die suksesse van
moniteringsplase weerspieël.
Hy merk op dat met die uitsondering van slegs een
plaas wat ’n holistiese benadering volg, die hoofsaaklike rede vir die sukses nie sodanig net goeie
kuddebestuur is nie, maar wel die fisiese bestuur van
predatore.
Die impak van nuwe jakkalswerende draad op plase wat voorheen geen isolasiemaatreëls in plek gehad het nie, het definitiewe positiewe resultate opgelewer. Die grafiek wys duidelik
hoe die bestuursprogram in 2012 ’n geweldige sprong maak
weens die aankoop van draad, maar deurlopende goeie resultate oplewer vir die tydperk 2012 tot 2016.
Bydraende faktore vir positiewe resultate:
• Goeie kuddebestuur
• Goeie rekordhouding
• Genoegsame kennis van predatore, hul gedragspatrone en
biologie
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Goeie kennis van die plaas se topografie – kernareas van predatore
Voorkomende beheermaatreëls
Afwisselende beheermaatreëls
Isolering van veekuddes d.m.v. jakkalswerende/elektriese draad
Goeie bestuur van isolasie
Goeie beplanning, aandag en tyd spandeer aan die predasiefaktor

Kritiese aspekte waarvan kennis geneem moet word:
1. Die boer se kennis en betrokkenheid by predasiebestuur is ’n absolute noodsaaklikheid.
2. Predasiebestuur moet as een van die hooflyne van ’n boerderyvertakking gesien word. Alleenlik dan sal
die langtermynvoordele met positiewe finansiële implikasies hul opwagting maak.

Stuur inligting
U word vriendelik versoek om enige inligting oor predasie, suksesvolle beheermetodes en interessante navorsing aan te stuur. Ons wil die jongste nuus hoor, asook enige aktiwiteite in u bedryf, en die
datums waarop dit plaasvind. Wenke oor die voorkoming of bekamping van predasie, asook foto’s, is
welkom. Kontak Bonita by nwga@nwga.co.za.

